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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

                              
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, )

)      
v. ) Criminal No. 96-66(EGS)

)
LEO GONZALES WRIGHT )

)
Defendant. )

                              )

O R D E R

The issues discussed at the status conference held June 14,

1999 are indeed serious, and in the opinion of the Court, require

further investigation and the implementation of remedies to

correct the problems.  The Department of Corrections' policies

and procedures for housing, commitment, release, and furlough,

including escorted trips, of convicted murderers will not make a

mockery of the administration of justice in the District of

Columbia.  Although it is commendable that the District of

Columbia Office of the Inspector General will conduct an

investigation into these problems and make appropriate

recommendations for changes in policies and procedures, I would

be remiss in my responsibilities as a United States District

Judge if I did not enlist the aid of the Department of Justice to

investigate these very serious problems and to take whatever

action is appropriate under the circumstances to correct the

problems.

Accordingly, I will direct the Attorney General of the



2

United States to conduct an appropriate investigation into the

problems regarding the commitment of prisoners to the Bureau of

Prisons, the so-called Memorandum of Understanding regarding the

placement of individuals sentenced for local and federal

offenses, the security classification and housing of prisoners by

the Department of Corrections, and the policies and procedures

for the housing, transfer, release, and furlough, including

escorted trips, of prisoners under the control of the Department

of Corrections.

The Court is mindful that the Department of Corrections,

insofar as supervisory authority for felons is concerned, will be

under the control of the federal Government by no later than

December 31, 2001.  However, in view of the woefully inadequate

manner in which a twice-convicted murderer has been processed by

the Department of Corrections, and in view of the additional

concerns that have been discussed this morning, it would be a

dereliction of responsibility for this Court to order that an

investigation not commence until 2001.  This is especially true

at this time in this city when a debate is ongoing as to whether

or not there should be more prisons in the District of Columbia. 

The citizens of the District of Columbia need to feel safe and

secure that responsible decisions are being made in the

Department of Corrections by responsible decision-makers, and it

is the duty of the federal and local governments to provide those

assurances to our citizens.  Moreover, my colleagues and I need
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to know that when we sentence and commit individuals to the

federal Bureau of Prisons, those commitments will be carried out

in a timely and professional manner.

Under the circumstances, I will take under advisement the

show cause order issued to Warden Crose, and give the Department

of Justice an opportunity to look into these matters, and

hopefully the Department of Justice, along with the local offices

of the Inspector General, Corporation Counsel and the U.S.

Attorney, can address these issues in a timely manner and make

appropriate recommendations to the Court for their resolution.

Accordingly, it is hereby

ORDERED that the United States Department of Justice shall

file the results of its investigation by no later than October 5,

1999; and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED that a status conference is scheduled for 

October 15, 1999 at 10:00 a.m. in Courtroom 11.    
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Attached to this Order is a self-explanatory letter this

Court received from Joanne D. Slaight, Esq.

DATE:                                          
EMMET G. SULLIVAN
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE
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Notice to:

Kenneth C. Kohl, Esq.
Assistant United States Attorney
Judiciary Square Building
555 Fourth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20001

A.J. Kramer, Esq.
Federal Public Defender
625 Indiana Ave., N.W.
Suite 550
Washington, DC 20004

Richard Love, Esq. 
Assistant Corporation Counsel
District of Columbia Corporation Counsel
441 4th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.  20001

Alexander Shoaibi, Esq.
Assistant United States Attorney
Judiciary Square Building
10th Floor
555 4th St., N.W.
Washington, DC 20001

Odie Washington
Acting Director
District of Columbia Department of Corrections
1923 Vermont Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C.  20001

S. Elwood York, Jr., Esq.
Acting General Counsel
External Confinement and Monitoring Administrator
District of Columbia Department of Corrections
1923 Vermont Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C.  20001    

John L. Clark, Esq. 
Corrections Trustee
800 K St., N.W.
Suite 450 South
Washington, DC  20001
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Jay A. Carver, Esq.
Trustee
Court Services and Offender Supervision Agency
633 Indiana Ave., N.W.
12th Floor
Washington, DC  20004

Charles C. Maddox, Esq.
Inspector General
District of Columbia Office of the Inspector General
717 14th St., N.W., Suite 500
Washington, DC 20005

Austin A. Anderson, Esq.
General Counsel
District of Columbia Office of the Inspector General
717 14th St., N.W., Suite 500
Washington, DC 20005

Wallace B. Cheney, Esq.
General Counsel
Federal Bureau of Prisons
230 First St., N.W.
Washington, DC 20534

Mike Kessel
Community Corrections Manager
Mid-Atlantic Regional Office
10010 Junction Dr., Suite 101N
Annapolis Junction, MD 20701

Deborah Westbrook, Esq.
General Counsel
United States Marshal Service
600 Army Navy Dr.
Arlington, VA 22202-4210

James Murphy
Acting Warden
Maximum Security Facility, Lorton
P.O. Box 5200
Lorton, VA 22199
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Mark McCrosen
Shari McCoy
United States Probation Office, Room 2800
United States District Court
for the District of Columbia
333 Constitution Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20001

Joanne D. Slaight, Esq.
305 H St., N.W.
Washington, DC 20001


